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passage in Plato’s Gorgias (492E-493C), in 
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espousal of a hedonistic philosophy. It is Cal- 
licles’ thesis that man lives the fullest. life by 
giving full vent to his desires and that temper- 
ance and restraint are qualities designed to com- 
pensate the masses for lack of opportunity to 
obtain complete satisfaction. In a characteris- 
tically easy transition from Callicles’ scornful 
retort that of Kai of vexpot would best meet 
Socrates’ definition of happiness as something 
possessed by oi pydevos deopevor, Socrates passes, 
via a fragment from Euripides’ Polyidos that 
poses the question, whether life may be death 
and death life, to an expression of his frequently 
advanced thesis that the body is the tomb or 
prison of the soul and that that part of the soul 
in which the desires are situated is subject to 
violent disturbances. Here he uses the popular 
eatchword oépa ojpa, Which we find also in the 
Cratylus (400B). 

There follows a comparison, involving many 
a play on words—ridos GVONTOL, 
“Awdyns didys—in which Socrates alleges that 
ns had told him that the fable of the water 
carriers had been composed originally by ts 
prPodoyav Kopyos avnp, tows SuxeAdos tis, 7) 
The parable likens the soul to a zios, designates 
of aS of and compares the part of 
the soul in which the desires are located to a 
vessel full of holes, because the desires can never 
be satisfied. In fact, the souls of the ignorant. 
become wholly sieve-like, since satisfaction, es- 
sential to happiness, can never be theirs. Hence 
they are like the hapless spirits in Hades who 
represent the acme of futility in their assign- 
ment of filling sieve-like vessels throughout eter- 
nity. 

There is little in this passage that cannot be 
found in other places in Plato. Linforth’s 
study, in addition to an excellent recapitulation 
of the evidence to support the traditional point 
of view, is mainly concerned with the identity 
of the sources so vaguely mentioned by Socrates. 
It has been generally assumed that Plato was 
referring to Philolaus as the codév ts who in- 
formed him of the clever interpretation of the 
unknown Sicilian or Italian creator. As for the 
latter, generally the Pythagoreans, specifically 


Empedocles (from Agrigentum) and Philolaus 
(from Croton or Tarentum) have been credited 
with the allegory. Linforth successfully attacks 
Frank’s (Erich Frank, Plato und die sogenann- 
ten Pythagoreer, Halle 1923) ingenious attempt 
to identify the source with Plato’s own associa- 
tion with the Pythagoreans in Italy, where 
(Frank conjectures) he heard someone, possibly 
Archytas, interpret the Orphie Catabasis. 

Linforth believes that Plato himself created 
the allegory to describe the psychological state 
of the devotee of pleasure. He points out that 
the attribution of ideas to fictitious persons was 
characteristic of the Platonic Socrates (e.g., Dio- 
tima). Furthermore, he recalls Socrates’ scorn 
of rationalizers and allegorizers in the Phaedrus 
(229) and indicates that ‘dramatic consistency’ 
would prevent Socrates from assuming the role 
of allegorizer in this instance; hence the con- 
venient predication of a vague Sicilian or Italian 
source. The prevalence of eschatological specu- 
lations in Italy was well known; moreover, the 
only evidence older than Plato of the myth of 
the water carriers in the mysteries is found in 
two Italian vase paintings and in the painting 
of Polygnotus at Delphi, as Pausanias (10.31.9 
and 11) describes it. For this painting too, Lin- 
forth poimts out, Italian sources have been re- 
cently suggested: Karl Lehmann-Hartleben ‘Cy- 
riacus, Aristotle and Teiresias in Samothrace,’ 
Hesperia 12.2 (1943) 115-134. 

I agree with Linforth that the traditional in- 
terpretation of the sources of the allegorizing has 
been based on evidence ‘circumstantial and far- 
fetched.’ It seems more than likely, too, that 
Socrates had in mind Timocreon’s line Xixedds 
roti patep’ Epa, Since SixeAds is SO 
rare in prose, and that the attribution of the idea 
to a Sicilian might have been a graceful compli- 
ment to Gorgias and Polus. Yet I think that he 
can scarcely prove that Socrates, though he uses 
‘ows, had no source in mind. Linforth’s weakest 
point is in using Socrates’ condemnation of alle- 
gorizing in the Phaedrus as the explanation of 
his (i.e., Socrates’) unwillingness to take the 
credit, or the blame, for the allegory in the lines 
under discussion. It is noteworthy that the 
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magnificent passage at the end of the Gorgias is 
introduced by Socrates with the words pada xados 
Aoyos ov ov pev iyynoe ws eyo oipa, eyo de 
Aoyov (Gorgias 523A). 

The treatise is well worth reading, for Lin- 
forth’s interpretation is more logical than the 
traditional one, which rests on the conjecture of 
Olympiodorus and what may well be a spurious 


fragment of Philolaus. 
THELMA B. DeGRAFF 


HUNTER COLLEGE 


CORRECTIONS 


P. 40, col. 1, 1. 24, instead of not clear, read now clear, 

P. 40, col. 1, 1. 38, instead of scale of armor, read scale 
armor. 

P. 95, col. 1, n. 3, instead of campanalismo, read cam- 


panilismo, 
P. 142, col. 2, n. 26, in line next to last, instead of and 
and... and, read und ...und...und. In 


n. 40, instead of Beitradge, read Beitriige. 
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